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The data presented herein represent monthly statistics of traffic stops and searches by driver�s 
race for each Rhode Island jurisdiction between January 1, 2005 and March 31, 2005.  It is 
important to remember that this data is preliminary and has not yet been compared to an 
appropriate benchmark, against which we could begin to understand if racial disparity exists in 
traffic stops.  Future analysis will begin to assess the validity of different comparison populations 
to best approximate the demographic composition of roadways in particular jurisdictions.   
 
Between January 1, 2005 and March 31, 2005, 67,514 traffic stop data cards from 38 municipal 
jurisdictions and the Rhode Island State Police were recorded.  Of the cards submitted 67,198 
were used for the calculations seen in Table 1 (complete race and month information) and 62,981 
were used for the calculations seen in Table 3 (complete race, month and search information) and 
62,558 were used for the calculations in Table 4 (complete race, month and frisk information).  
This represents roughly a 7% error rate for traffic stop forms missing necessary data.  This 
reduced error rate represents a significant improvement from the first quarter report in the 
completeness and accuracy of the data submitted by law enforcement agencies across the state. 
 
Although the data contained in this report continue to be preliminary, there are a number of 
findings in the statewide analysis that are worth note.   
 

• White drivers make up approximately 80% of those stopped, Black drivers make up 
nearly 8.3% of those stopped, Hispanic drivers make up 9.4% of those stopped and 
Native American, Asian and other drivers comprise the remaining 2.3% of those 
stopped.   

 
• For both white and non-white drivers, motor vehicle violations are the primary basis for 

stops (88% white and 85% non-white).  Investigatory reasons make up 4.6% of white 
stops and 7.6% of non-white stops.  Motorist assists compromise 5.4% of both white 
and non-white stops (Table 2).   
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• Approximately 4% of vehicle stops resulted in a search of the driver, passengers, or the 
vehicle in the last three months of 2004.     

 
• Once stopped, Black and Hispanic drivers were disproportionately more likely to 

experience searches than White, Asian, or Native American drivers.  Statewide, during 
this quarter 8.1% of Black and 7.0% of Hispanic drivers were searched compared to 
only 3.2% of White drivers (Table 3).  It is important to note that all searches incident 
to a lawful arrest were not considered to be discretionary and therefore were not 
included in this analysis.   Discretionary searches include searches based on probable 
cause, reasonable suspicion, inventory/tow, terry-frisks, plain view or odor of 
drugs/alcohol.  For a breakdown of reasons for discretionary searches by race see Table 
1 in the appended material.  

 
• Once stopped, Black and Hispanic drivers were also disproportionately more likely to 

experience frisks than White, Asian, or Native American drivers.  Statewide, during 
this quarter 8.1% of Black and 6.6% of Hispanic drivers were searched compared to 
only 2.8% of White drivers (Table 4).  It is important to note that all searches incident 
to a lawful arrest were not considered to be discretionary and therefore were not 
included in this analysis.   

 
• The possession of contraband does not appear to fully explain the racial disparities in 

searches between Black, Hispanic and White drivers.  When searched, 23.8% of White 
drivers are found with contraband compared to 18.6% of Black drivers, and 18.5% of 
Hispanic drivers (Table 5).  As with the previous two tables, searches incident to a 
lawful arrest were not considered to be discretionary and therefore were not included 
in this analysis.   
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